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CHAPTER DIRECTORS
Russell & Valerie Shupe

Our planned ride to Durango, CO. was the best group ride
event, yet. | have never been on a ride like this, the group that
went were people who were out to have fun and enjoy the San
Juan Skyway Highway, it was spectacular. | was so grateful to
be part of this trip and | thank all of you that went. | think we
will make this an annual event. For those of you who could not
attend, pl ease donét miss

On the Sunday ride home our small group encountered a
dangerous and almost deadly incident. Thank goodness we
were in a group. Jimm White was lead and Russell was trail.
We were north of Tierra Amarilla when Jimm started saying
i Wh o a, w h o;a reallystarted toacentrating on events
up front. | saw Keith tap his brake while slaloming back and
forth within the right lane. Then | saw a large black fthingd
whirling toward us; it slowed down a bit, wobbled across the
lane into the oncoming lane, slowed and then it went off the
shoulder about 100 feet from the road. Ever yoneds
was caught because of J i mm6 sind thenyhis explanation of
what was happening, our attention quickly focused on the here
and now. We all slowed down, watching riders in front and
behind; Russell started signaling to the vehicles behind us to
slow down and to stay in the right lane, do not pass! What was
amazing to me is that Jimm turned on his emergency flashers
about the same time Russel/l
lead. | looked up and saw all of our riders were slowing turning
on their emergency flashers and no words were being spoken
until after the emergency passed, we were concerned for the
other riders in our group. This is a good example of when
Safety and Rider Education really becomes invaluable.

It seems a pick-up truck, towing a fifth wheel, in front of Jimm,
lost one of its tires with the rim. The rim just sheared off from
the hub and that was the big black fthingd whirling around in
front of the group. Had it not been for our education/safety in
group riding, geez, | shudder to think what could of happened,
it could have been tragic. | am a motorcyclist that takes riding
seriously and | take my Rider Education seriously, | am just a
rookie and | want to know what it takes to survive. | am
grateful for GWRRA and its educational benefits. | want to ride
as long as | can, safely!

Now get a group of motorcyclists talking about crashes and
safety, and you will almost certainly hear some popular
misconceptions, incorrect assumptions, urban legends, and
explanations about motorcycle safety that turn out to be wrong
when you actually check out the facts. The problem is that
believing these misconceptions can increase your chances of
being involved in an accident or getting hurt when you do
crash.

next

The Reason for Rider Education
& Motorcycle Myth #1

You know BS when you hear it, but maybe you have heard
some myths repeated so often that you think they are actually
true. Unfortunately, there are a lot of motorcyclists who do
believe them. | thought that some of these deceptions should
be talked about so that riders (me) have the right information
which to make informed riding-safety decisions. | also hope it
with r keep Tmlore s mdtorcyclists w §@sn  aapéasng a sudhi
misconceptions to riders who turn to them for advice.

Here is but one motorcycle safety myth / urban legend one
hears most frequently.

Myth 1: Other Drivers Don't Care about Motorcyclists. It
may seem hard to believe but other drivers almost never
actually want to hit you. Most of those near-misses come
about because they don't always know you are there, even
when you are right in front of them, in plain view. You can be

at phsayred opgpmpletely hidden by glare, by other objects on or

along the road, by car roof pillars, the handicap placard, or by
other traffic. Not all drivers "think motorcycles" and make the
effort to look that extra bit harder to see if there might be a
motorcyclist hidden by that obscuration or in their blind spot.

Instead of assuming that they will ignore you even when they

ng!

Sg&YQU: YpU,SRoKId help makq itjeqsigy fog drivers 1o spRLYQUy o

especially as the population ages and more drivers have
greater difficulty in picking you out. To overcome the fact that
you might be hard to see and harder to notice, wear bright
colors, especially on your helmet and jacket. Run your high
beam during the day. Think about things that can hide you and
your bike from other drivers, things that can be as common as
the sun behind you, the car ahead in the next lane, or a couple
of roadside poles that line up on the driver's line of sight toward
you. Make an effort to ride in or move to a location where
drivers with potentially conflicting courses can see you before
they stray your way.

Now here is the rest of the story. We all stopped and made
sure that none of us were hurt and our bikes un damaged. We
thought it important to catch the driver and let him know that he
had lost a tire, Jimm volunteered and caught him. You know
that the driver did not know he lost a tire from his fifth wheel?
He was thankful for our concern for his Safety and was very
gracious in thanking a bunch of Wingers in their efforts to catch
him and inform him about the missing tire. Yes, we were lucky.
We put our Rider Education and Safety to the test that day and
we are here to tell you that Rider Education works. (Thank you
Jimm, Russell and the rest of the group for the safe ride home!
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RIDER EDUCATION
Jimm & Pam White

Pam and got the
unique opportunity to ride with the chapter on a one or
two night ride. We went to a place we havenbd
way too long. This is one of the top one rides in the
entire United States. Reconnecting with old friends and
getting close to new friends, we found it one of the most
stress-relieving, mind clearing, soul filling times of our
lives. These are memories we will carry with us well
beyond the grave!

For Pam and | that was the Chapter F overnight ride to
the Durango area the weekend of August 12, 13 & 14.

For a lot of reasons having to do with too much work, it
was very important for Pam and | to make this ride, and
it also gave me an opportunity to observe different riding
styles, levels and skills.

The ride up Friday was broken into three groups that
maintained their five-minute intervals, which worked very
well.

Saturday, we intentionally rode as one very loosely
organized group. Now on the face of it this would seem

to fly directly in the face

January, but there was a very good reason and it worked
very well.

The ride
destinationo,
style with ample opportunity for anyone in the group to
stop when they wanted, to see what they wanted, and to
catch up with the rest of the group when they wanted.

Saturday was

One of the things we discussed at the pre-ride riders
meeting was where we would stop along the way as
gathering points for everyone to get back with the group.
We fully expected, and encouraged, the group to get
strung out, creating more space between bikes which
made it easy for everyone to ride their own ride.
Donét get me wrong, there
rider was going to drop out of the group for whatever
reason, we asked them to let us know, and for the most
part that went very well.

| was the lead bike Saturday and Russ was the tail-
gunner. This worked for us because we could talk on a

of

which dictated

At one point the lead and tail bikes were over 12 miles
apart and we were communicating without any

b @rgbjems, making sure we were not leaving anyone

behind and getting much better information about road
hazards that we could communicate to our close riders
on the CB.

Sunday was interestingéééecé. .

The main group broke up into smaller groups leaving at
different times based on when riders wanted to get home
and how they wanted to go home.

Some left later and rode 550 straight home, some left
earlier and rode through Pagosa, Chama, and Santa Fe
to get home. Those of us who did this ride got rained
on, (a lot).

Lessons Learned:
Rider Education in NM-F is making a difference.

| watched the Road Captains for this ride as they did an
excellent job keeping everyone accounted for and safe.

| ¢ walg *161 Q'P%s i §‘8 rgroyp - SAuIrday ; t%g
responsibility for eir own ride, and fr m my perspectiv
this made it easier for everyone to enjoy the ride.

Aabout W %tho pAL r%dgay roufgr%}e?yegnoggpo tze?
i | ing

they 18 OH‘{QJ dgm

got home sa ely.

| appreciated that the chatter on the CB was friendly and
short. This made a huge difference when it came time
for me, as the lead bike, to sound the alarm south of
Chama when a wheel came off a fifth-wheeler in front of
us and right into our path as we were getting ready to
pass it. (When | caught up with the driver some seven
or eight miles down the road he never knew the wheel
had come off!).

a s'he level of ridigg, ag responsibility ghown by
most every rider made '[hIS ride very easy to enjoy for
everyone. That is an added benefit of Rider Education

€ééé.or is i tigthe.guakaftebadl! i t

Well done NM-F and all those who rode with us, and
from Pam and |, THANK YOU!

simplex frequency on our Amateur Radios over much q h
greater distances tdsaiidot he cBBi9ohNentke
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ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Russell & Susan Hall

On Friday, June 10,
2011, Susan and I, along with family and friends went to
Niagara Falls. We stopped at the crash site of Flight 93,
a small town in central Pennsylvania named Shanksville.
On September 11, 2001 at 10:06 AM EST the fourth
plane that was to be involved in the Al Qaeda terrorist
plot crashed. | believe that everyone who was old
enough to know what happened that day will always
remember it. Probably more for the unimaginable
television coverage of the jet planes hitting the World
Trade Center twin towers, and the Pentagon.

The fourth plane that was supposed to be targeted for
the White House was delayed at the airport and got a
late start. Because of this when the plane was hijacked
the passengers figured out what was happening through
phone calls to friends and loved ones. The bravery of
these Flight 93 passengers attempt to regain control of
the plane from the terrorists was an extremely unselfish
act. At that point in the flight they knew that their lives
were most probably going to end and instead of just
sitting there and letting the terrorists harm additional
people (whatever they thought the target might be) they
acted. The terrorists flew the plane into the ground near
Shanksville to keep the passengers from regaining
control of the plane.

We rode into the parking lot at the Flight 93 Memorial
and walked to the field were the plane went down. |
read the signs that were posted explaining in some detail
as to where in this large field the crash took place. It was
calm and peaceful yet disturbing, knowing what
happened there.

Remember Flight 93

There is a small temporary building that houses many
posters explaining what happened to Flight 93 that day,
from the beginning to the end. There are pictures of all
the passengers and crew that was on the flight that day
and a registry for people to sign and leave their thoughts
or some kind words (I tried but at that moment, just could
not come up with any words). As | said this was a rather
small building and there about 30 plus people in there,
reading all the posters. What | could not help but notice
was, you could have heard a pin drop, it was that quiet.
It was such a touching and emotional experience, just
trying to imagine how those passengers and crew were
feeling about what was happening to them, on what
should have been just a normal day in their lives.

We as GWRRA members of Region F and the New
Me xi co Di strict have been h o
theme of our conventions this year. Though there are so
many people who fall into this theme (Military, Police,
and FireFi ght ers etc. ). | canot h
respect for the AHEROES OF FL

The Federal Government is in the process of building a

very nice and well deserved permanent memorial at the

crash site of Flight 93. It will have a structure called
ATOWER OF VOICESO which wild.l
chimes, each representing a passenger and flight crew

who lost their lives there. If you find yourself anywhere

near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, take a moment and visit

this humbling place. Some very heroic people will
forever be entombed there.

iLETROILO Ru
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AUGUST GATHERING
By Joe O

The Chapter had a good sized group of 58 members, friends and guests attend our August gathering. Dave Black
brought along a couple friends, Danny and Mickey Bruce. Duane and Christine Morrison (no relation to Keith & Teresa)
also dropped in for the first time. Duane and Christine took part in our Durango ride later in the week. Roy Exum brought
along a friend, Ray Romero. Julian and Marisa brought along a couple of the grand kids, Robin and Amara.
Unfortunately | was unable to get a photo of them before they left. Larry Tolliver brought along his grandson Robin

Dowling.

Harry Jenkins, the new Chapter W Rider Educator, brought
Wacky, their chapteré mascot.

Mickey & Danny Bruce
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Robin Dowling Ray Romero Harry and acky
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