
 

                     C H A P T E R  F  G W R R A  A B Q ,  N M      

 

Page 1 Oct 11 

NEXT GATHERING: Oct 1st, 8:30 AM (Breakfast: 7:30) Golden Corral, Coors & I-40 
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association - Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge 

            
   GWRRA                     REGION F   NM District   F-TROOP 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS 

             
         Wile E. makes a run for the border (Pg 12)      Karen installs light sabers on her Trike (Pg 9) 

 

               
After-Gathering Ride (Pg 7)    Packing for a Camping Trip (Pg 21) 
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For the latest news see Chapter Fôs own web site 

http://www.newmexicochapterf.org 

THE CHAPTER TEAM 
 
 

DIRECTORS 

RUSSELL & VALERIE SHUPE 

505-980-9326 
gl1100a@aol.com 

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS 

RUSSELL & SUSAN HALL 

505-220-0284 
hallnmacgwrra@yahoo.com 

RIDER EDUCATION 

VACANT 

10-11 COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

JOHN & LINDA KINNEY 
505-833-1073 
jonlin@q.com 

TREASURER 

PENNY HOLLY 

505-896-0108 

Pholly2064@earthlink.net 

RIDE COORDINATOR 

DAVE DRAKE 

505-821-2635 
ddrake@ix.netcom.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JOE OPUSZENSKI (aka Joe O) 

505-892-4223 
joeopus@earthlink.net 

THE GOODIE STORE 

DEBBIE SCIORTINO 
505-896-4111 

ajsciortino@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATORS 

JOE & NANCY OPUSZENSKI 

505-892-4223 
joeopus@earthlink.net 

COUPLE OF THEYEAR (COY)/ 

INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR (IOY) 

COORDINATORS 

JOE & NANCY OPUSZENSKI 
joeopus@earthlink.net 

MOTORIST AWARENESS / 

HISTORIANS 

GENE & JEANIE WAGNER 

505-205-2591 
wildone2@mac.com 

SOCIAL BUTTERFLY 

JO & BILL LINDQUIST 

505-897-2156 
SBE@Blindq.com 

DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
KEITH & TERESA MORRISON 

505-922-9250 
tmorrison56@comcast.net 

 

STAFFARAZZIS 
DON & CAROL BOUCHER 

505-899-3515 

Donnyb6918@msn.com 

mscarol@q.com 
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CHAPTER DIRECTORS 
Russell & Valerie Shupe 

 

Perfect Ridingé.. 

 
It is October already, wow where did the time go?  From 
January 1

st
ôs Jimmy Strickland ride to our September 

after-gathering ride there has been a lot of perfect rides.  
And it is less than 90 days to Christmas. Sheesh, when 
you are having fun, time does pass quickly, too quickly! 

To date our rides have found our chapter members in all 
quarters of the state; from Farmington to steal their 
mascot to Las Cruces rescuing Wile, our mascot.  We 
have even traveled across the state line into Colorado to 
share our Perfect Rides in Durango and the San Juan 
Skyway.  We traveled over to Clovis and have been 
honored by Chapter Côs escort into town.  Boy do they 
know how to make you feel welcome, way to go Chapter 
C, you rock!   

You, our members, have made the rides spectacular and 
challenging.  I think that our group has never eaten so 
much dust with Dave Drakeôs ride against the wind in 
April when we were returning from the Clovis visit.  We 
had the rare feeling of being lighter than air; the winds 
were fierce that day with gust upwards of 50-60 miles an 
hour.  We even lost Deb and Tony Sciortino in a huge 
dust devil, CB and Deane went looking for them and 
found them at the McDonaldôs in Moriarty.  Wow-wee, 
the wind was a challenge that day. 

It is good to see our members return after scary times 
with bike tire issues.  John Gaherty!  He scared the 
pants off us when we were returning from our trip to 
Ruidoso in May.  John had a rear tire go flat and the 
tread was starting to separate from the belt.  But our 
hero, Jack Sidler, showed up and taught us what real 
friendship was about; he rolled Johnôs bike on its side 
and changed the rear tire in the parking area of the Los 
Lunas Valero station.  It was presto-changeo and John 
and Theresa were back on their way home to Santa Fe.  
It could have been a terrible day but it wasnôt; we sat 
around and told stories, as Goldwingers tend to do and 
we shared water, soda and ice cream until Jack showed 
up.  We got to see generosity of spirit at its best and we 
got to know our friends better.  Thank you Jack! 

I sit here and I am in awe of our members and their 
generous hearts and kind acts.  But I think that my 
admiration and respect goes out to our Chapter F staff.  
They have banded together to make all of our meetings 
and our sponsored events a success; from Penny, 
Wayne, Tony and Deb cooking eggs, sausage and 
bacon for the Staff Breakfast event to our famous Joe & 
Nancy O learning about our new members and how they 
came to be part of our gang.  Ask JoeO who the new 

person is and he will tell you their background, their 
anniversary date and birth date; what they ride, year and 
manufacture of their bike or trike.  And he does it matter-
of-factly.  (I think that JoeO & Nancy were/are in Pysops; 
persuade, change and influence.)  We have the best and 
most dedicated Rider Coordinators, Dave Drake, Tony 
Sciortino and Deane Crawforth.  These guys will pre-ride 
the route to ensure that it is safe and a lot of fun and 
they do this because they love to ride!  They have a 
whole new year of fun rides planned for 2012, so stick 
around and join us!  We have our newbies, our 
Staffarazzis, Carol and Don Boucheréthey will catch 
you smiling, so relax and show them your pearly whites 
and your best side for a photo op!   

And speaking of pearly whites, have you noticed that 
there are more of them, like smiles of them?  Bill and Jo 
Lindquist have reached out to all of us and have shown 
us some of the best restaurants in the city.  They are 
responsible for some of the best times weôve had sitting, 
eating and getting to know more of our fellow Chapter F 
members. 

Hey, did you know that we have a GWRRA Plank holder 
amongst us?  Gene Wagner.  He and his lovely bride of 
30 years, Jeannie, are so devoted to motorcycle riding 
and safety that they have made great inroads and have 
had two Motorist Awareness shows at Cottonwood Mall, 
so more of the general population is aware of our 
presence on the road, and sharing is a good thing.   

I canôt forget CB and Susan, who would have thought 
that this guy from Tennessee would be here in New 
Mexico stealing cows and Susanôs heart?  This is one 
dude dedicated to having fun and making sure that we 
are all having fun.  For a young guy, he is wise beyond 
his years. And there is Susan making sure that he is 
doing it right.  Susan is the brains of the Hall and 
Maclellan household and our special CB is the brawn! 

Thanks folks for a year well done and we are not done 
yet, we have our after chapter ride to El Morro in 
October, the Sail Plane Ride to give away, we have our 
Chapter Birthday party coming up and welléyou are 
going to have to stay tuned and see what our staff has in 
store!  Again, thank you for all for the fun and your 
participation; it is you that makes this Chapter one of the 
best in the county! 

So until we see you at the Chapter meeting, 
rememberé Jump on in the riding is fine! 

   Russell and Valerie  
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RIDER EDUCATION 
Russell Shupe 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE YOU PREPARED TO DO? 

I donôt consider myself much of a religious person but I 

can tell you this.  Evil exists, Iôve seen it.  The good 

nature of people tends to hold Evil in check but it 

occasionally breaks out.  Evil is always trying to break 

out.  While you work towards peace and balance it your 

life, Evil is in the gym lifting weights, working out and 

preparing for itsô next run at you. 

Sometimes Evil breaks out on a large scale.  Evil is what 

flew airliners full of innocent people into sky scrapers full 

of innocent people in New York City on 9-11.  Usually 

though, it breaks out on a smaller scale.  Accidents, 

fires, and crime are only a few examples of how Evil is 

constantly gnawing away at us.  How you react to Evil 

when it presents itself to you can make all the difference 

as to the life you will lead and, in some cases, how long 

you will live.  Being prepared for Evil to take a run at you 

is the best way to defend against it.  The GWRRA Rider 

Education Program is how you prepare where riding 

motorcycles is concerned. 

Hereôs a story to illustrate the point.  There was a 

uniformed police officer on the 3
rd

 watch (the mid-night 

shift); he was the first uniformed officer on scene of a 

robbery call and discovered that an armed robbery was 

still in progress with multiple armed suspects.  As he 

rolled on scene, hostages were being taken.  Back-up 

was coming but was a long way off.   

I know many of our members are from the law 

enforcement community.  For those who are not, let me 

tell you that this type of call IS the Super Bowl for police 

officers.  It is every officerôs greatest dream and worst 

nightmare all rolled into one.  How the situation is 

handled can literally have life or death consequences.  

The actions that this officer took that night, because of 

his training, are still used in police training in Colorado  

 

and has been credited with saving the lives of other 

officers in similar situations since then 

http://youtu.be/xOvH-7lcjb0 
 

He would tell you that it was horrific, terribly fast paced, 

exciting, exhausting and one big blur all at once.  He had 

to be de-briefed in detail afterward and he had to walk 

through the scene afterward to fully remember 

everything that he had done.  He is firmly convinced that 

what let him bring the situation to a successful resolution 

that night was the training that he had received.   

Cops - 1.  Crooks and Evil - 0.  The óChicago Wayô works 

where Evil is concerned. 

The same can be said about potential situations as we 

ride.  This is a fun activity and I donôt mean to sound too 

morbid about it but we wear helmets and protective gear 

for a reason.  If your only plan is only to rely on your 

safety gear rather than using the GWRRA Rider 

Education Program to make yourself a better rider then 

you are doing yourself a disservice. 

At some point Evil will present itself to you.  I hope you 

will use GWRRA and the Rider Education Program to be 

prepared. 

Russell  
 
 
 


