
 

                     C H A P T E R  F  G W R R A A B Q ,  N M      

 

Page 1 ɀJan 11 

Dec. 2009 

For the latest news see Chapter Fôs own web site 

http://www.newmexicochapterf.org 
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The year 2011 is now upon us.  For Chapter F this means new leadership at the top 
with Russell and Valerie Shupe taking over as Chapter Directors.  No doubt Russell and 
Valerie will bring the chapter to new heights of Fun, Safety and Knowledge.  This is also 
a chance for you, our absent members, to start the New Year off right and join us in our 
chapter activities, becoming part of our F-Troop family.  For you ñregularsò, just keep on 
doing what you do best, supporting the Chapter and helping the chapter move forward.  
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        REGION F                         GWRRA             NM DISTRICT             F-TROOP 

THE CHAPTER F TEAM 
 

DIRECTORS 

RUSS & VAL SHUPE 

505-980-9326  
gl1100a@aol.com  

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS 

RUSS & SUSAN HALL 

505-220-0284  

hallnmacgwrra@yahoo.com 

RIDER EDUCATION 

JIMM & PAM WHITE 

505-896-3879  

Jimmni@msn.com 

10-11 COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

JOHN & LINDA KINNEY 
505-833-1073 

johnlinabq@comcast.net  

TREASURER 

PENNY HOLLY 

505-896-0108  

Pholly2064@earthlink.net  

RIDE COORDINATORS 

DAVE & DOT DRAKE 

505-821-2635  
ddrake@ix.netcom.com  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JOE OPUSZENSKI (aka Joe O) 

505-892-4223  
joeopus@earthlink.net  

THE GOODIE STORE 

DEB SCIORTINO 

505-896-4111  
AJSCIORTINO@AOL.COM 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATORS 

JOE & NANCY OPUSZENSKI 

505-892-4223  
joeopus@earthlink.net  

COY COORDINATOR 

JOE & NANCY OPUSZENSKI 
joeopus@earthlink.net  

MOTORIST 

AWARENESS/HISTORIANS 

GENE & JEANIE WAGNER 

505-205-2591  
wildone2@mac.com  

SOCIAL BUTTERFLY 

JO & BILL LINDQUIST 

505-897-2156  
SBE@Blindq.com 

DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
KEITH & TERESA MORRISON 

505-922-9250  
tmorrison56@comcast.net  

 

NEXT GATHERING: Jan 1st, 8:30 AM (Breakfast: 7:30) 

Golden Corral, Coors & I-40 

2701 Coors Blvd NW, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87120 
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For last year's words belong to last year's language 
And next year's words await another voice. 
And to make an end is to make a beginning. 

 

It seems that every few years there is 
a change in leadership and with this, 
our first article as the Chapter 
Directors, Russell and I want to thank 
Jimm and Pam for their friendship, 
their belief, their loyalty, their integrity 

and their aspirations for our Chapter. 
 

Russell got to know Jimm through ham radio, boy 
does that say a lot, HAMM, but Russell heard this 
guy out in the middle of Nowhere, New Mexico 
while he was driving to another Nowhere, New 
Mexico destination.  He came home two days later 
and told me about this guy who had a ham radio on 
his Goldwing and asked us to attend a Chapter F 
chapter meeting.  Well, our first meeting was in 
March, 2009 and I have to tell you the only thing I 
saw was a Cheshire grin on Jimmôs face because 
he seemed to be in many places at the same time 
but he made sure he spent time with both of us and 
he made sure we felt welcome.  And we knew this 
was the chapter we were going to join.   
 

And then there is Pam, Pam is the grace and the 
beauty in this team of two; she smiles at Jimm and 
shakes her head at him with obvious determination 
to show that quiet dignity has its strength in any 
organization.  Thank you Pam! 
 

Now it is two years later and Jimm and Pam are 
stepping down as the Chapter Directors.  I would 
like to take up some of your time in reading this 
article and talk to you about Jimm and Pam White, 
our Fearless Leaders 

I have found these two to be generous of spirit, 
mind and soul.  These two exceptional people 
always had a sane word to give, a gentle heart to 
share and always with that Cheshire grin and a 
hundred humorous stories to tell.  They have built 
the foundation that we will continue to build on, they 
motivated their staff to always shoot for the stars 
and the moon would almost do.  Under their 
leadership, we have accomplished the following; 
Color Newsletter of the Region, Couple of the Year, 
Region, and Chapter of the Year, Region with many 
other awards and accomplishments.  And the only 
reason Russell and I have become your next 
Chapter Directors is because of Jimm and Pam and 
the staff they worked so well with.  I could talk for 
pages and pages about these two folks, but that 
would make it feel unreal.  I just want you all to 
know that Jimm and Pam were the true stewards of 
Chapter F; they were actively concerned with the 
directions of our Chapter F and they made it Fun, 
they made it Safe and they spread the Knowledge 
for all of us.  They leave this chapter in excellent 
condition for us all in Chapter F. 
 

Please help me wish these two happy JAMs, (Just 
A Member) and tell them your stories of the ñGood 
Workò you have seen these two folks roll up their 
sleeves and get done under their leadership.  Tell 
them you are proud to know them and ñby Georgeò 
they did a fine job and it has been a pleasure! 
 

And in closing I would like to leave this Irish saying 
for Los Blancos; 

 

May love and laughter light your days, 

and warm your heart and home. 

May good and faithful friends be yours, 

wherever you may roam. 

May peace and plenty bless your world 

with joy that long endures. 

May all life's passing seasons 

bring the best to you and yours!  

 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS 
Russell & Valerie Shupe 
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Our memories of Jimm and Pam 
 

                
 

                                
 

                
 

Happy New Year! 
 

 
 
So jump on, the riding is fine! 
Russell and Valerie 

 
 

As o ur Fearless Leaders 

ride into the future, letõs 

give ôem a hand! 
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A Curvy Road 

You know the feeling you have when you are riding your 

motorcycle on a curvy road, a new road, one you have 

never ridden before, leaning left, right, and then left 

again?  Just you, your motorcycle and the road (I refer to 

it as being òIn the Zoneò), waiting to see whatôs around 

every curve you enter and exit. It may give you new 

conditions to adjust to, or road hazards to overcome.  It 

gives you new views for your eyes to see, and new 

memories of the ride that you can share with others. 

When I purchased my Gold wing, I thought Susan and I 

would ride the curvy roads of New Mexico and Colorado. 

Just the two of us, enjoying the road from a different 

perspective, open to nature, feeling the sun, wind and 

unfortunately the rain. 

But then we were introduced to this 

wonderful association, the GWRRA ï 

Chapter F and its friendly, warm and 

inviting members.  It is this that is 

putting us on the curviest road weôve 

yet to travel. 

When we were asked and accepted the position of 

Assistant Chapter Directors (ACDs) under Russell and 

Valerie Shupe it has now put us on the largest curve of 

all, ñThe learning curveò. We 

realize that there is SO MUCH to learn, about the 

GWRRA, Chapter F, ours and each staff members 

responsibilities, time deadlines and we still do not know 

many of the members of  Chapter F and our neighbor, 

Chapter W. After all, we are newbieôs, we joined the 

GWRRA in August and little did we 

know we would be taking on 

responsibilities so soon. But so it is and 

we are looking forward to riding this 

curvy road that will give us new 

conditions to adjust to and some 

hazards to overcome. Definitely some new views to look 

at and we know lots of new memories to share with 

others, like all the new friends we have and will continue 

to make here in Chapter F. 

Russell and Valerie have already had several meetings 

with their new staff (and some old staff who are still on 

the new staff) members and are really gearing us up for 

what looks to be a GREAT time for Chapter F. The Ideas 

are flowing and there will be something for everyone to 

participate in and enjoy. 

At this point in time Susan and I are not yet feeling ñIn 

the Zoneò but we are very excited to begin riding this 

NEW CURVY ROAD.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS 
Russell & Susan Hall 
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DECEMBER GATHERING 
By Joe O 

 
As a way for the Chapter to give back to its members it 
has been a Chapter tradition to pay for each memberôs 
Decemberôs breakfast,  As you can imagine we had an 
overflow crowd with 86 in attendance; probably our 
largest gathering in years.  Chapter CDs, Jimm and Pam 
White recounted their past experiences as CDs and 
expressed enthusiasm for incoming CDs, Russell and 
Valerie Shupe.  The ñchange of commandò will take 
place at Januaryôs gathering with our District Directors, 
Keith and Teresa Morrison, officiating. 
 
Keith and Teresa recognized Jimm and Russ for their 
completion of the Leadership Seminar Presenter course, 
certificates and patches were awarded.  

We had a non-member Winger attend for the first time, 
Ed Poccia. (see below for more info on Ed).  
 
The after-gathering ride was to Santa Fe to visit New 
Mexicoôs Army National Guardôs (NMNG) Charlie 
Company, 177

th
 General Support Aviation Battalion.  

The unit is to re-deploy to Afghanistan this coming April.  
Like last yearôs donation to Albuquerqueôs 150

th
 Fighter 

Wing (NMANG) donation, the Chapter collected $1,160 
in Walmart gift cards to help family members.  See Dave 
Drakeôs write-up on page 7. 
 
We had a lot of door prizes this month. Nancy O won 
one of the carry bags made and donated by Gene 
Wagner.  Nancy O also won the 50-50, a whopping 
$198. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
84 in attendance 

 
 


