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From YOUR Chapter F Staff 

Off to Wing Ding! 

As you all know, Wing Ding starts on the 2
nd

 of July.  Most of your staff will be attending, 

but rest assured, Jeanie is staying behind and will be running the meeting.   

 

We as a Chapter did a lot this month.  A cookie contest, WOW Diner ride, Movie Manor 

Ride, held the First Annual Chapter F and R&S meet and greet, to name a few.  Please 

be sure to read the articles in your newsletter. 

 

BREAKFAST ON US 

We have had overwhelming positive feedback from this program!  Jack Sidler won a free 
breakfast on the Chapter last month.  Please remember to show 
your receipt to participate.  Here is the program overview again. 
From now on one lucky individual will have his breakfast paid for 
by the Chapter.  You will be given a ticket upon presentation of 
your Golden Corral receipt.  We will be checking receipts as you 
enter the dining area so please hold onto your receipts until you 

receive your ticket.  A drawing will be held at the end of the meeting and the winner will 
be awarded $10. 
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Well, as the song says, "the beat goes on".  The Chapter has new Ride 

Coordinators.  Russ and Valerie Shupe have stepped up to the challenge and the 

time Keith and Teresa and Pam and I have had with them on the overnight ride to 

Monte Vista, Co. has made us very comfortable that they will bring their own very 

unique positive touch to this position. 

As we said, we will talk more in this letter about the ride to Monte Vista, but just let 

us say here that it was a very enjoyable time.  While it rained most of Saturday on 

the way up, the rain cleared out after we got there and stayed that way all the next 

day for a great ride. 

The Chapter also had our First Annual "GWRRA New Mexico Chapter-F and R&S 

Honda Meet and Greet" this past Saturday.  We had a bigger turnout than 

expected, which is evidenced by the fact that we ran out of food! 

It was a great to get to see some long-time friends we hadn't have seen for awhile 

and to meet some new folks who are very likely to be joining our ranks soon.  It 

was the first time in awhile that we're aware of that we as GWRRA have "gone 

recruiting", so to speak.  In talking with some of the early Chapter Directors we 

were reminded that NM-F did this kind of thing on a much more regular basis in 

the earlier days of the Chapter and was very successful then.  We're pleased to 

report that this was successful for us as well and it will not be the last time we take 

an opportunity to get some more exposure with the general public for GWRRA 

and NM-F. 

This month's gathering will be pretty light, something we have come to expect and 

work around every July.  Most everyone on the staff is going to Wing Ding and as 

is usually the case, a lot of members will also go to Wing Ding or will be 

somewhere else with family and friends for the 4th of July holiday.  If you're 

around then come on by and enjoy the company, we'd love to see you. 

As we have said several times since January, our vision for New Mexico Chapter 

F is Chapter of the Year.  When we started looking at the criteria for this we 

quickly realized that this is, for all intents and purposes, an outline for how to be a 

successful Chapter, and we have already started ticking off the points one by one. 

With our web site garnering awards from the site host, our newsletter receiving 

"Best Newsletter Region F Color" this year at West Wing 1, our standing with Ride For Kids, the events and rides on a 

monthly basis, our Rider Education on the move again, our Membership Enhancement and membership on a continual 

rise, and now our "face time" with the general public, to name just a few, we have the ball rolling in the right direction. 

Most importantly, we're having fun along the way, and that is, after all, what this is all about!!! 

"And the beat goes on"................................Jimm and Pam 
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What a busy month!  We started out with over 60 folks at 
the June meeting!  I know I will probably repeat some of 
happenings reported elsewhere, but we wanted to make 
sure you know everything that has been going on. 

First off, the photo on the front cover is a picture of our 
new Ride Coordinators, Russ & Val. Please thank them 
when you see them for stepping up and helping out. 

After the June meeting we had a ride out to Cuba to see 
the Douglas-firs and had a cookie contest.  
Congratulations to Ada for winning this yearôs cookie jar!  

 

We rode out to the WOW Diner to see Mike Van Horn off 
to California...;(((. We are not a happy bunch for losing 
Mike, but a happy bunch that he found a new job before 
more time passed. 
 

 
(l-r) Nancy, Jo Ann& Calvin, Keith, Mike, Joe 
 

We traveled to Colorado to the Movie Manor and there 
are already at least two articles later in the newsletter 
about that. 

 

As Jimm said, we held our First Annual "GWRRA New 
Mexico Chapter-F and R&S Honda Meet and Greet". 
See the picture below (Jimm ran out of room...haha). 

 
Jimm holding it together 
 
Till next month...keep smilinô and havinô fun!!!  

Keith & Teresa  

 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Keith & Teresa Morrison 
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RULES YOU SHOULD REMEBER TO RIDE BY 

Take a rider safety course if youôre a new rider or an 
experienced course if youôre experienced. It will teach 
you about controlling your bike that will take you years to 
learn otherwise. If you can't control your bike youôre 
bumper bait. If you are an old rider, it will give you a 
brush up on skills you may have forgotten or have 
developed as bad habits. 
 
An accident is a moving violation of laws of physics. Two 
things are universal, gravity and stupidity. Both will kill 
you quick. Keep the rubber side down or try to fall down 
under control. NEVER, EVER, EVER assume someone 
sees you. The eye sees, but the brain often doesnôt 
perceive. Act as if youôre invisible.  Some people aren't 
looking and others don't care. Use tricks to make 
yourself visible. Ride with headlights on and don't be shy 
about flicking high beam at someone. Animals and 
humans see motion best, before they see color, shape 
or size. Riding straight at a car shows no apparent 
motion.  Shift tracks in your lane, or shift lanes to show 
motion. 
 
BE AWARE OF BLIND SPOTS. If you can't see a 
driver's eyes, he can't see you. Even if he is cycle-
aware, you may not register as a bike. On a road that 
has multiple lanes, more than 2 going one way, never try 
to move in the center lane in the blind spot of car in the 
far lane. Even if he checks his mirrors and glances over 
his shoulder he will likely not see you. He'll move into the 
lane just as you do, never even knowing you are there. 
Always be ready to evade, because no matter who's at 
fault, you're the one who'll break and bleed the worst.  IF 
YOU DON'T LOOK WHERE YOU'RE GOING, YOU'RE 
GONNA WIND UP WHERE YOU'RE HEADED.  Always 
look where you want to be, the bike will follow. Never go 
around a blind curve faster than you are willing to fall 
down or run into something.  
 
INTERSECTIONS. You are approaching one of the 
statistically most dangerous places in the US or the 
world. Someday, when you least expect it, the guy in the 
oncoming lane will turn left in front of you, WILL. And if 
he doesn't, while you are watching him, the OTHER guy 
waiting to pull out from the right WILL. PUT THAT HEAD 
AND EYES ON A SWEVEL, AND WATCH 
EVERYBODY ALL THE   
TIME!!!!!!!! 
 

Make sure you always have someplace picked out to go. 
Don't stay behind anybody longer than you have to. You 
can't see traffic or the road surface ahead of you and it 
hides you from oncoming traffic. Stuff falls off/out of 
vehicles and gets thrown up off the road. In 1974 in 
Hawaii, I was riding my 74 Kawasaki 900 on H1. A car 
ran over a small pipe and it lodged in my rear sprocket 
and locked my rear wheel up. All this at 70 mph. Don't 
remember what all I did, but by the Grace of God, and 
hopefully developed riding skills, I did not go down. 
When I got stopped, it took about a half an hour to pull 
the seat out of you know where. I was riding too close to 
the vehicle in front of me. Tires blow and shed chunks of 
rubber in your face. Drivers lose control and wake 
turbulence bats you around, sometimes like a rubber 
ball.  Especially get around trucks. Staying behind big 
trucks is really not smart. When you start seeing small 
chunks of rubber, you can bet you will start seeing 
bigger chunks and hope they are not in your lane. You 
haven't lived until you hit a 5' chunk of rubber, a skunk, 
rabbit, or deer. Watch the road like a hawk or eagle. You 
will live (or die) by your eyes. REMEMBER, SWIVEL 
THAT HEAD AND EYES. 
 
When riding in rain cut your speed by 30%. Ever heard 
of hydroplaning? When riding in the rain, your tires are 
riding on water, oil, transmission fluid, etc. When you 
have to stop or do an evasive maneuver, you will find 
you are unable to do so with the control of a dry road. I 
have people tell me they can ride as fast and safe on a 
wet road just like they can on dry roads even when you 
can see because of water and fog on your glasses, 
goggles, or shields, and the cages and trucks are 
throwing a slurry you canôt see through. Slow down; give 
yourself a little margin for mistakes, yours and others. 
 
Hope this helps you and part 2 will be next month. If you 
have any ideas or something you would like to have me 
write about, let me know. 
 
REMEMBER 3 THINGS - ALWAYS GIVE YOURSELF 
SOMEPLACE TO GO, EVERYTHING OUT THERE 
CAN KILL YOU AND DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE. 
 
Ride Safe 
 
Gene & Jeanie Wagner 
Rider Education 

  

RIDER EDUCATORS 
Gene & Jeanie Wagner 
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N.7 Rider Education Program Levels Application (Level I ï III) 

 

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

RIDER EDUCATION PROGRAM  
LEVELS PROGRAM APPLICATION  

(LEVEL I-III) 
 Date of Application    /    /    

Rider:       Membership #:       Region:          

Co-Rider:       Membership #:       District:     Chapter:     

Address:       City:       State:    Zip:       

Validation Officer Name:       Title:                                                    Date    /    /    

Participants are STRONGLY URGED to wear proper riding gear while riding! 

LEVEL I - SAFETY BY COMMITMENT - SAFE RIDER/CO-RIDER 
This program is a commitment to safe riding. Submit the completed form to your Chapter or District Educator. Patches are available at $6.00 FOR 
EACH PARTICIPANT.  With your purchase you will receive ONE SAFE MILES PATCH, either a RIDER or CO-RIDER ROCKER and a Safe Miles pin 
if applicable.  

 Please enroll Rider in Level I.  Please enroll Co-Rider in Level I.  
 Rider Patch and Pin request  Rider:              Safe Miles pin needed:       

 Co-Rider Patch and Pin request  Co-Rider:        Safe Miles pin needed:       
 

LEVEL II - SAFETY BY EDUCATION ï TOUR RIDER/CO-RIDER EDUCATION 

Any GWRRA Officer can validate the following requirements. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form to 

your Chapter or District Educator.  Patches are available at $5.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT  With your purchase you will receive either a Rider or 
Co-Rider triangle patch. 

TOUR RIDER TOUR CO-RIDER 
 Enrolled in Safe Rider Program (Level I)  Enrolled in Safe Co-Rider Program (Level I) 
 I have 5000 Safe Miles!  I have 5000 Safe Miles! 
 M/C License or Endorsement (if required)  
 Approved Rider Course within 3 years:  Approved Rider Course or Co-Rider Seminar within 3 years: 

Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 Rider Patch request  Co-Rider Patch request 
 

LEVEL III - SAFETY BY PREPAREDNESS - CERTIFIED TOUR RIDER/CO-RIDER 

Any GWRRA Officer can validate the following requirements. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form to 
your Chapter or District Educator.  Patches are available at $4.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT With your purchase you will receive either a TOUR 
RIDER or CO-RIDER patch.  

CERTIFIED TOUR RIDER CERTIFIED TOUR CO-RIDER 
 Enrolled in Level 1 and current in Level II  Enrolled in Level 1 and current in Level II 
 M/C License or Endorsement (if required)  
 Current CPR or FIRST AID Provider:  Current CPR or FIRST AID Provider: 

CPR Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    CPR Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 First Aid Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    First Aid Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 Approved Rider Course within 3 years:  Approved Rider Course or Co-Rider Seminar within 3 years: 

Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 Carries First Aid Kit on the Bike  
 Rider Patch request  Co-Rider Patch request 

 

HIGH MILEAGE PROGRAM 
To be eligible you must have accumulated 50,000 miles. Have your TOTAL mileage validated by any GWRRA Officer. Submit the completed form to a 
validating officer. Then forward the completed form along with $5.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT to your Chapter or District Educator. You will receive 
the HIGH MILEAGE PIN and the MILEAGE BAR. As you accumulate additional miles, in 50,000-mile increments, you can receive additional hanger 
bars for $2.00 each by submitting the update form to your Chapter or District Educator. 

 MILEAGE VERIFICATION 

 First High Mileage Application Bike Year Mileage 

 Rider       Miles                  

 Co-Rider       Miles                  
 

SUMMARY 

Fees are only applicable if patches are requested or applying for the High Mileage Program   

Total Fees:       Date:   /  /   Pins/Patches Issued By:       

Patches Issued R/W       (B/G       add $1.00) (Only sign if pins or patches were issued) 

Mail form to: Rick & Linda Howe NM District Educators, 8509 Constitution Ave NE. Albuquerque, NM 87112 

E-mail Address: apit@qwestoffice.net 
Revised April 2008 
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July Birthdays 

      

July Anniversaries 

    

GWRRA Member July Anniversaries 

Steve Morgan      July 1, 1995         14 years  Dave Stewart      July 1, 1992  17 years 
Everett Jenkins         July 2, 2002           7 years     Julian Smith                  July 5, 2007     2 years 
Clyde & Joan Dean     July 6, 2006           3 years  Wyly Cameron        July 9, 2008    1 year 
Jim Larrabee      July 13, 2001           8 years  Bill & Dee Hubbell        July 15, 2008   1 year 
Ted & Kathy Bates     July 17, 2003           6 years  Robert & Lori Demaris       July 19, 2005   4 years  
Tom Johnson      July 21, 2008           1 year  Jim Neilsen      July 24, 2007   2 years 
Bill Holder      July 27, 2005            4 years  Robert Smith      July 29, 2002   7 years 

 

NEW July Chapter F Members 

Keith Austin (Milan), Rod Pooler (Abq), Lori Santaniello (Los Alamos) 

 

If, over the past year, you donôt see your birthday or anniversary listed it means we donôt have your 

information.  If itôs wrong, please let us (JoeO and / or NancyO) know. You can e-mail updates to JoeO at 

joeopus@earthlink.net or contact him at (505) 892-4223. 

 
87123 ZIP Code Change - GWRRA has moved zip code 87123 from Chapter F to Chapter W (87123 is in the general 
vicinity of SE Abq. so this is a change that makes sense). Nine members have been re-assigned to Chapter W.  I assume 
those on a Chapter Override to F will remain so but we shall see when the next GWRRA spreadsheet is released.  
Member data (birthdays, anniversaries, etc.) that I maintained on the nine individuals was transferred to Chapter W. - 
JoeO

                               

 
MEMBER MATTERS 
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski 

 

Everett Jenkins  July 1
st
    James (KC) Rivers July 6

th
   

Jo Ann Edwards July 7
th
    Don Chapman  July 16

th
  

Tom Johnson  July 16
th
   Jessie McEntyre July 30

th
 

 

John & Beth Cherry    July 15
th
  

 

mailto:joeopus@earthlink.net
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Show your pride...;)))  The shirts can only be purchased 

through the Goodie Store, so either contact John or me 

(Linda) at one of our meetings, or you can send us an e-

mail at goodie.store@newmexicochapterf.org Please 

include the name you want on the shirt, your size, and 

what color you would like the bike on the patch to be.  

We thank Chapter F members Wayne and Penny Holly 

for supporting the chapter in this endeavor.  

 

Polo shirts $25 

We also now have short sleeve polos!!  Long and short 

sleeved t-shirt on the way soon. 

As always, you can see us at the meetings, or e-mail us 

at goodie.store@newmexicochapterf.org with your 

Name, and what you want below it.  The standard is the 

image below.  We will need your GWRRA membership 

number also. 

 

Name tags $10 

 

 

 

 

                       

                

Hats $20 

.  

Visors $20 

See you soon...Linda (aka ñVannaò) & John 

 

 

 

 

                               

mailto:goodie.store@newmexicochapterf.org

