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From YOUR Chapter F Staff 

The Chapter had a GREAT meeting last month!  As Jimm will tell you in his article, 67 

folks at the meeting!!  We are really glad to see so many smiling face and so many 

friends we havenôt seen in a while.   

As you look through this monthôs newsletter, you will notice some things are repeats from 

the last newsletter.  This is being done on purpose.  There are so many new items for 

2009, some of the new items for 2009 will be left in the newsletter to ensure everyone 

knows about then, or reminded.  One example is the Goodie Store article.  We want to 

make sure everyone sees the new shirts and is aware that your Goodie Store will get you 

your name tags.  Another is the new Chapter hats that Gene is selling for the Goodie 

Store.  Word is Gene only has two left and then the Goodie Store will be carrying them. 

There are rallies coming up that will be listed until the event has past.  The three most 

visible for us are the New Mexico District Rally in Grants New Mexico, West Wing 1 ~ 

The Region F Rally in Henderson Nevada, and Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa Oklahoma.  Mike 

Van Horn, Chapter Ride Coordinator will be setting up Chapter group rides for all the 

upcoming events.  Be on the lookout for Mikeôs newsletter articles and e-mails forwarded 

out by JoeO. 

So, look at this newsletter, is it interesting, more personal; is ñfunò reflected in its pages?  

Drop one of us officers or staff members a line and give us your thoughts. 
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67 folks, that's the number of members and guests we had at the March meeting.  

This was, by any standard, simply phenomenal in terms of attendance.  Seems 

the word is getting out, we're having fun. 

Check out the ride articles later in this newsletter for the after meeting ride and the 

ride on the 21st. 

We have heard some comments about the length of the meetings, (too long), and 

we want to assure you that we're listening.  We have been debating how to 

address this but Brian's Chapter W guidelines have provided us with a good 

starting place.  Especially this month, we will be limiting folks to 3 to 5 minutes to 

talk.   

I say especially this meeting because the after meeting ride for this month will be 

the Trinity Blast Site.  This site is open to the public only twice a year, the first 

Saturday of April and the first Saturday of October.  Most all of you know what this 

is, but for those of you new to the area, this is the site where the scientist from the 

Manhattan Project in Los Alamos during WWII tested the first nuclear device on 

July 16, 1945 at 5:30 a.m. Mountain War Time.  This day has been called "the day 

the sun rose twice", because for folks in the surrounding area who saw the pre-

dawn blast, it lit the sky like the sunrise, and then faded.  A few short minutes later 

was the official sunrise for the Trinity Site. 

This day changed the course of world history like no other day before or since, 

and this piece of world history is unique to New Mexico.  We hope you will all join 

us for this meeting and ride. 

Know what a "pop-up" ride is?  Well, what it has come to mean to us is that a 

chapter member wakes up some morning, says "wow, what a great day to ride" 

and sends an e-mail to all his chapter buddies to go with him. They're not real well 

organized or planned, which is why they're their own kind of fun.  If you get a "pop-

up" ride e-mail and you can go on the ride you won't regret it.  

When I joined GWRRA in 1990 someone told me at the first meeting "we're trying to ride the wheels off these things!"  I 

think that should be our motto now, so join us for more riding and fun.  Go to the website www.newmexicochapterf.org for 

more ride information and fun events.  

Lastly, as many of you know Pam is currently the Region F Treasurer.  While there has been no decision made regarding 

a new Region F Director, in a recent meeting Melissa asked Pam to stay on the staff and Pam accepted.  That now 

means Melissa has at least one Region F staff member in almost every District in the Region, in effect making these 

people the Region F representative for that district.  Pam is always available to talk to you about questions, concerns or 

suggestions at the region level.  If she doesn't have the information, she'll get it and get back to you. 

See you at the April meeting! 

Remember, life is what happens when you're busy making other plans!              Jimm & Pam  
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Our Social Butterfly event for March was to the Pizza 
Barn in Edgewood.  We had 11 people and 4 bikes.  
This is the second year that we have gone to the Pizza 
Barn and the food there is really good.  Those that 
attended were Mike, Anne, & Kyle, Julian & Marisa, 
Gene & Jeanie, Everett, Al, and Teresa & I.  Below are 
some of the pictures, the rest will be posted to our 
Chapter Website. 
 

 
Our mascot Wiley in trouble and sent to the corner 
 

 
Wiley hanging with the owners Morgan & Gino 
 
Hopefully you will join us for the next one.  It will be 
Saturday, April 25

th
 at Jasonôs Deli & Basin Robins. 

 
l-r Mike, Marisa, Julian, and Everett 
 
We are still looking for member bios and pictures for our 
web site (see last monthôs newsletter article).  To get the 
latest information and to see whatôs happening check out 
our site at  http://www.newmexicochapterf.org/   
 
Mike Van Horn, our very own ride coordinator, is putting 

together a group to go to West Wing 1, the Region F 

Rally in Nevada.  As of right now, the Chapter will be 

departing from our Golden Corral meeting/ride departure 

area located at I-40 & Coors.  We will gather on 

Thursday, April 16
th
 at 6:45 am so we can collect rider 

information and receive our ride briefing and depart at 7 

am.  Please see page 9 where you will find a detailed 

schedule by Mike VH. 

For those that want information on the Albuquerque Kid 

for Kids, please see page .  If you require more 

information, please contact the Accessory Pit.  

till next month...keep smilinô and havinô fun!!!  

    
 
 
   Keith & Teresa  

 

 

 

 

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Keith & Teresa Morrison 

http://www.newmexicochapterf.org/


 

 
                     C H A P T E R   F  G W R R A  A B Q ,  N M      

 

Page 4 

 
 

Greetings to all fellow Chapter F members!  This is my 
first article (of many) that I will be writing about to help 
keep everybody informed about safety.  I will try to use 
my knowledge (while I remember it) to pass on you.  I 
start riding when I was 13 years old.   
 
That is about 55 years ago.  I started on a Cushman 
Eagle, and then went to an old Harley, 2 Triumphs, 3 
Kawasaki's, 2 Harley's. 3 BMW's, 1 Moto Guzzi, 7 
Honda's.  Having spent 20+ years in the Army I was able 
to ride in most countries around the world to include 
North America and South America.  
 
I can honestly say that I have never had an accident.  I 
am going to attribute that to the words of wisdom that a 
WWII vet (who was also a rider) passed on to me.  He 
said, ñSon, when you ride one of these machines there 
are three things to remember, 1) Always give yourself a 
cushion of air so you have somewhere to go 2) Never 
drink when you are riding one of these 3) Always 
remember that everything out there can kill youò.  I found 
out years later when I took my first MSF course, that 
basically they also teach these 3 pieces of advice. 
 
If you are on a road you have never ridden on before, 
lots of curves, etc., maintain extreme caution as you 
never know what is ahead of you.  This month I am 
writing about where your toes belong. 
 
If your feet are on your pegs you are probably doing this 
anyway, but a couple of incidents occurred that 
reminded me to write about this to at least it gives you 
something to think about.   
 
About 5 years a rider was heading towards Laughlin, NV 
for the River Run.  He had his feet dangling off his pegs 
when he hit a piece of tail pipe on the road that had 
fallen off a car.  He hit it at about 80 mph and it severed 
his left foot at the ankle.  You never know what can 
happen.  I met him a year later in his wheel chair and we 
talked for awhile.  As he said, a lesson learned, too late.   
 
Here is another incident that happened, but thank God it 
was not more serious.  The rider was making a 
sweeping right-handed turn when the tip of his pointed-
toe boot struck the ground.  This caused a massive 
torque to his foot and dragged it off the peg, severely 

injuring the ankle in the process.  Fortunately the rider 
was not more seriously injured and he did not lose 
control of his bike, but both of these incidents happened 
in a split second.  When your feet are on the pegs: 
KEEP THEM ON TOP OF THE PEGS. 
 
Keep your feet above the shift lever and the brake lever.  
Of course, if you have floor boards, this does not 
necessary refer to you, but keep your feet on the boards 
and also the cruiser pegs.  DON'T LET YOUR FEET 
DANGLE BELOW THE PEGS. 
 
I have ridden for long distances and you get stiff and 
want to stretch your legs.  You stretch your legs straight 
out or down where your feet are just a couple of inches 
off the road.  Just think if your feet are stretched out like 
that, how dangerous it could be if you hit something.  I 
will leave the rest to your imagination.  If you need to 
stretch, stop, get off and then stretch.  A couple of 
minutes will not make any difference in your time but a 
lot safer. 
 
I guess it doesn't really have to be said, but if you are in 
a turn it doesn't make sense to have your toes 
positioned like outriggers - pointing away from the bike.  
Keep those toes on the break lever and over the shifter, 
and you will be able to walk after you finish the ride. 
 
RIDE SAFE AND HAVE FUN. 
 
Gene & Jeanie Wagner 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Notice the feet are on the peg, not hanging below

 

 

                                 

RIDER EDUCATORS 
Gene & Jeanie Wagner 
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N.7 Rider Education Program Levels Application (Level I ï III) 

 

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

RIDER EDUCATION PROGRAM  
LEVELS PROGRAM APPLICATION  

(LEVEL I-III) 
 Date of Application    /    /    

Rider:       Membership #:       Region:          

Co-Rider:       Membership #:       District:     Chapter:     

Address:       City:       State:    Zip:       

Validation Officer Name:       Title:                                                    Date    /    /    

Participants are STRONGLY URGED to wear proper riding gear while riding! 

LEVEL I - SAFETY BY COMMITMENT - SAFE RIDER/CO-RIDER 
This program is a commitment to safe riding. Submit the completed form to your Chapter or District Educator. Patches are available at $6.00 FOR 
EACH PARTICIPANT.  With your purchase you will receive ONE SAFE MILES PATCH, either a RIDER or CO-RIDER ROCKER and a Safe Miles pin 
if applicable.  

 Please enroll Rider in Level I.  Please enroll Co-Rider in Level I.  
 Rider Patch and Pin request  Rider:              Safe Miles pin needed:       

 Co-Rider Patch and Pin request  Co-Rider:        Safe Miles pin needed:       
 

LEVEL II - SAFETY BY EDUCATION ï TOUR RIDER/CO-RIDER EDUCATION 

Any GWRRA Officer can validate the following requirements. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form to 

your Chapter or District Educator.  Patches are available at $5.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT  With your purchase you will receive either a Rider or 
Co-Rider triangle patch. 

TOUR RIDER TOUR CO-RIDER 
 Enrolled in Safe Rider Program (Level I)  Enrolled in Safe Co-Rider Program (Level I) 
 I have 5000 Safe Miles!  I have 5000 Safe Miles! 
 M/C License or Endorsement (if required)  
 Approved Rider Course within 3 years:  Approved Rider Course or Co-Rider Seminar within 3 years: 

Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 Rider Patch request  Co-Rider Patch request 
 

LEVEL III - SAFETY BY PREPAREDNESS - CERTIFIED TOUR RIDER/CO-RIDER 

Any GWRRA Officer can validate the following requirements. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form to 
your Chapter or District Educator.  Patches are available at $4.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT With your purchase you will receive either a TOUR 
RIDER or CO-RIDER patch.  

CERTIFIED TOUR RIDER CERTIFIED TOUR CO-RIDER 
 Enrolled in Level 1 and current in Level II  Enrolled in Level 1 and current in Level II 
 M/C License or Endorsement (if required)  
 Current CPR or FIRST AID Provider:  Current CPR or FIRST AID Provider: 

CPR Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    CPR Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 First Aid Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    First Aid Provider:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 Approved Rider Course within 3 years:  Approved Rider Course or Co-Rider Seminar within 3 years: 

Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    Type of Course Taken:         Exp. Date:    /    /    

 Carries First Aid Kit on the Bike  
 Rider Patch request  Co-Rider Patch request 

 

HIGH MILEAGE PROGRAM 
To be eligible you must have accumulated 50,000 miles. Have your TOTAL mileage validated by any GWRRA Officer. Submit the completed form to a 
validating officer. Then forward the completed form along with $5.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT to your Chapter or District Educator. You will receive 
the HIGH MILEAGE PIN and the MILEAGE BAR. As you accumulate additional miles, in 50,000-mile increments, you can receive additional hanger 
bars for $2.00 each by submitting the update form to your Chapter or District Educator. 

 MILEAGE VERIFICATION 

 First High Mileage Application Bike Year Mileage 

 Rider       Miles                  

 Co-Rider       Miles                  
 

SUMMARY 

Fees are only applicable if patches are requested or applying for the High Mileage Program   

Total Fees:       Date:   /  /   Pins/Patches Issued By:       

Patches Issued R/W       (B/G       add $1.00) (Only sign if pins or patches were issued) 

Mail form to: Rick & Linda Howe NM District Educators, 8509 Constitution Ave NE. Albuquerque, NM 87112 

E-mail Address: apit@qwestoffice.net 
Revised April 2008 
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April Birthdays 

 

Karen Arnold   Apr 3
rd

 

Trina McMahan   Apr 3
rd

 

Jorge Marrero   Apr 7
th 

Gene Wagner   Apr 8
th

 

Will Jaramillo   Apr 9
th

 

Bill Holder   Apr 13
th
 

Mike Howe   Apr 19
th
 

John Cherry   Apr 15
th
 

Jeanie Wagner   Apr 22
nd 

 

April Anniversaries 

 

Tom & Carol Johnson   Apr 12
th
 

John & Linda Kinney   Apr 17
th
 

Jim & Trina McMahan   Apr 21
st
 

Danny & Valerie Branch   Apr 28
th
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GWRRA Member April Anniversaries 

Louis Acanfrio                 Apr 1, 2004           5 years     Richard & Lisa Johnson   Apr 18, 2007    2 years 

Gene Hoskinson  Apr 1, 1981          28 years  Dave Crettol     Apr 20, 2007   2 years 

Don Mikkelson   Apr 1, 1989         20 years  Walter DeQuack    Apr 21, 2006   3 years 

Tarmo Sutt   Apr 1, 1986         23 years  George Greer     Apr 23, 2003    6 years 

Gary & Becky Boyce  Apr 3, 2002           7 years  Dave Ross     Apr 27, 2007    2 years 

Antonette Tenison  Apr 3, 2004           5 years  Tom Broadbent     Apr 28, 2008    1 year 

Eddy & Karen Arnold  Apr 13, 1999            10 years 

     

NEW March Chapter F Members 

 

Unknown 

WHY GWRRA? 
 

Are you a member of the VFW, American Legion, the 

Shriners, the Masons, BPOE, Lionôs Club or another of 

the many organizations out there?  Do you know what 

these organizations and GWRRA have in common?  

They are all fraternities, a brotherhood if you may, an 

organization that the members freely associate as 

equals for a mutually beneficial purpose, be it military, 

community service or religious.  Of course the impetus 

that brings us together is our Wings.  While the Wing is 

central to GWRRA one doesnôt have to own one to join, 

so GWRRA is more than just a motorcycle club, it is a 

family.  A good many of us, in addition to riding, really  

 

 

 

 

enjoy the camaraderie that goes along with GWRRA 

membership and chapter participation.  

 

If you ever attended another chapterôs meetings you 

know the feeling of being part of a brotherhood (and 

sisterhood) and immediately fitting in.  There is 

something to be said for the feeling of family that 

develops when enjoying the company of your fellow 

chapter members.  Chapter F strives to be a member of 

your family and wants you to be a member of ours.  If 

you are not a member of GWRRA consider joining and 

experience what a worldwide family is all about. 

 

 

                               

 
MEMBER MATTERS 
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski 
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The Goodie Store has some great NEW stuff just waiting 

for you to come by and make a purchase.  First and 

foremost, new for 2009, has to be the great new chapter 

shirts as you see me (Linda) modeling it below.   

 

The shirts have the Chapter F F-Troop logo with an 

GL1800 in the center.  You can even get the bike 

embroidered in the color of your choice and your name 

monogrammed on the left (or is it the right) side.  The 

Shirts are $25 each and well worth it.  Show your 

pride...;)))  They can only be purchased through the 

Goodie Store, so either contact John or I at one of our 

meetings, or you can send us an e-mail at 

goodie.store@newmexicochapterf.org Please include  

name you want on the shirt, your size, and what color 

you would like the bike on the patch.  We thank Chapter 

F members Wayne and Penny Holly for supporting the 

chapter in this endeavor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another new item is an updated name tag.  This will take 

two to three weeks to get in, so make sure you talk to 

John or me and get your order in.  Once again, you can 

see us at the meetings, or e-mail us at 

goodie.store@newmexicochapterf.org with your Name, 

and what you want below it.  The standard is the image 

below.  So we will need your GWRRA number also.   

 

We are very well organized and have a plethora of neat 

stuff just waiting for you to purchase; if you want to know 

what is available just skim through the Goodie Store 

book; there is something there for every winger.  If you 

donôt see want you want just tell us and we will see what 

we can do to get it for you.  

See you soon...Linda aka ñVannaò & John 

                               

mailto:goodie.store@newmexicochapterf.org

